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Abstract: the article studies the stages of formation of the concept of connotation 
in linguistics in a historical perspective. The specific contents of the term in the logical-
philosophical, semiotic, pragmatic, lexicological, linguocultural and stylistic 
approaches are discussed. The term “connotation” was introduced within the logical-
philosophical paradigm to point out the features by means of which an object can be 
counted to a class of objects.  
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The term "connotation" comes from lat. con "together" and notatio "designation". 
How simple is the etymology of this term, so wide is the range of divergence of views 
on the linguistic status, content and structure of the designated phenomenon. The fact 
that the linguistic content is not limited only to an indication of one or another fragment 
of the world, but is capable in many cases of evoking various kinds of emotions, 
assessments, indicating that the speaker belongs to a certain social or territorial stratum, 
is noted in the biblical texts: “and they said Peter: surely you are one of them, for your 
speech also convicts you” (Matt. 26:73). 
One of the first developers of the concept of connotation from this perspective 
was the German linguist K.O.Erdman (1900). He uses the expression "connotation" 
(Nebensinn) to dissociate himself from the understanding of the term "connotation" 
among logicians. O.K.Erdman's idea of the trichotomy of the meaningful structure of 
a word is developed by many linguists of the mid-20th century, in particular, by 
G.Sperber (1965) and G.Kronasser (1968). The aspect of the content of linguistic facts, 
which goes beyond the limits of simple meaning, eventually becomes the object of 
close attention of scientists from different linguistic schools and traditions. Ambiguous 
interpretations of the phenomenon of connotation lie, on the one hand, in the 
contradictory history of the formation of the term, on the other hand, in the complexity 
of the phenomenon under discussion, in its dual nature, linguistic and extralinguistic at 
the same time. 
From a semiotic point of view, the connotation is also presented in the concept of 
W.Eco (1962, 1968). He notes that "a connotative meaning is born precisely when the 
signifier and the signified form a pair that becomes the signifier of the new signified." 
The widespread at that time the image of the psyche as an iceberg (according to 
G.T.Fechner and Z.Freud) assumed that most of a person's mental activity is hidden 
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under the surface of consciousness and is subject to the influence of unobservable 
forces. In projection onto the language, this meant that, in addition to the obvious 
conceptual part, the content side of linguistic units also contains other, "additional" 
information of a figurative-sensory nature. 
The review shows that connotation, from scholasticism to modern linguistics, 
appears in its various manifestations as a complex, changeable phenomenon. Although 
the term "connotation" was introduced into scientific use within the framework of the 
logical-philosophical tradition back in the Middle Ages, the formation of the linguistic 
concept of connotation as "additional" information of an associative-figurative-sensory 
plan that characterizes the conceptual content of a linguistic unit occurs only at the 
beginning of the 20th century. 
Modern concepts of connotation cannot be comprehended without connection 
with the previous stages of its study. A consistent understanding of the stages of the 
formation of the concept of "connotation" in linguistics makes it possible to understand 
the essence of this phenomenon, reveal the deep mechanisms of the formation of its 
content and, to a large extent, determine the prospects for its study. 
A similar understanding of connotation is set out in Art. Bullon, who considers 
connotation as a culturally specific association associated with a given word in the 
minds of native speakers 7. S.Lebner, following Art. Bullon, also understands 
connotations as cultural associations reflecting the current standards of the linguistic 
community8. These associations are not part of the semantics of the word, but are 
associated with specific cultural knowledge. 
Connotations characterize, as a rule, the basic (initial) meanings of words, and are 
embodied in derived meanings, metaphors, comparisons, derived words, 
phraseological units. Thus, in the concept of Yu.D.Apresyana connotations are some 
optional features that are stably associated with the referent or the lexeme itself and are 
the basis for the assessment adopted in this linguistic culture. 
As you know, the expansion of linguistic experience occurs at the borders with 
adjacent areas of scientific knowledge. The popularity of psychology at the beginning 
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